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Annotation: Communication is an indispensable part of any community where people feel the
need to interact with each other for certain reasons. It is by means of the notion of language that people
can communicate with number of speakers in variable situations. Nevertheless, while communicating,
people need to consider items beyond words. Language users are supposed to follow some conventions
according to which their conversation will be not only meaningful but also appropriate. In view of that,
the present chapter aims at examining the relationship between language and culture, and clarifying the
concepts of culture and pragmatics.

Annomamuyusn. OOwenue s615emcs HEOMbeMIeMOU 4acmpio 100020 coobuecmsa, 2oe oou
UCNBIMBIBAIOM NOMPEOHOCMb 8 00WeHUU opye ¢ 0pyeoM NO ONpedeleHHbIM npuyunam. HMmenuwo c
NOMOWbIO NOHAMUA A3bIKA 100U mozcym 06u;ambc;1 C HECKOJbKUMU cosopiaumMu 6 pasluvdHblx
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KOmopbiM Ux pazco6op 6ydem HE MOJTbKO OCMbICIIEHHbIM, HO U YMECMHbIM.
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Language is basically a means for communicating with others. However, its usage requires not
only the knowledge and understanding of a large number of words or the mastering of grammatical rules,
i.e. language is more than lexis and syntax. It involves in addition to knowing what to say, knowing when,
where, how, and why to say it. Language, a system of conventional spoken or written symbols by means
of which human beings, as members of a social group and participants in its culture express themselves.
Sapir’s most known definition about language: “Language is purely human and system of non-instinctive
method of communicating ideas, emotions, and desires means of a voluntarily produced symbols.” What
we can derive from this quotation is that language is specific to human beings because only human have
the capacity to produce words and utterances to communicate as well as to refer to different things and
times.! He adds that “Every cultural pattern and every single act of tool of communication is language. In
other words, language is the shared linguistic system in a given speech community, which is said to be

! Sapir.E. An introduction to the study of speech. New York: Hartcourt, Brace, 1921.
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not only a code but also involves social practice interpreting and making meaning, i.e. we use language in
many ways, however, we should conform to some social rules such as formality and politeness. The way
language is being used and the type of language used is largely dependent on the situation, environment.
In other words, on the context in which it is being used. In this regards, Kramsch states that: Constructing
a speech event means not only having a choice of grammatical and lexical features, but deciding which to
choose from, depending on one’s assessment of the whole situation of communication, and expectations
raised in the speaker and the listener by that situation.” Language is used to transmit messages,
information, knowledge, ideas, attitudes, beliefs, opinions, and feelings. From the mentioned points, it can
be said that there is a relationship between language and culture in general, and a specific language and its
culture in particular. In other words, language is the symbolic presentation of a culture. An understanding
of the relationship between language and culture is important for language learners, users, and for all
those involved in language education. Edward Sapir, in his studies with Benjamin Lee Whorf, recognized
the close relationship between language and culture, concluding that it was not possible to understand or
appreciate one without knowledge of the other. However, Wardhaugh reported that: “The structure of a
language determines the way in which speakers of that language view the world, as a weaker view, the
structure does not determine the world-view but is still extremely influential predisposing speakers of a
language toward adopting their worldview.” Wardhaugh also adds that “The culture of people finds
reflection in the language they employ, because they value certain things and do them in certain way, they
come to use their language in ways that reflect what they value and what they do”. It is generally
agreed that language and culture are closely related. Since language can be viewed as a verbal expression
of cultures. It is used to maintain and convey culture and cultural ties. In fact, language provides us with
many categories that we use to express our thoughts. Besides, it is natural to assume that our thinking is
influenced by the language which we use. The values and customs in the country we grow up in shape the
way in which we think to certain important extent. Indeed, culture is embedded in every language use,
“How language works, how we make sense in language, how we mean things to each other — all take
place within specific contexts, and in these contexts, cultures are in play as habitual patterns of interaction
routine forms of social practice... culture is implicated in every instance of language in use” Friedrich
argue that “Culture is part of language just as language is a part of Sapir shares the same view of

Friedrich, that language is a part of culture”.?®
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