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Abstract: the points of view of linguists are analyzed regarding the structural elements of the 

linguistic category "characteristics of a person", the basic components of this category are identified.  
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Аннотация: анализируются точки зрения лингвистов относительно структурных 

элементов лингвистической категории «характеристика человека», выявляются базовые 

компоненты данной категории.  
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In modern linguistics, there is an increased interest in the study of lexical and phraseological 

means of the language used in the transfer of human characteristics, i.e. to the study of language from 

the point of view of reflecting a person in it. The object of research is more and more often precisely 

characterological units, i.e. such units that contain in their semantics a characteristic of a person. In this 

regard, it seems relevant to determine the structure of the linguistic category "characteristics of a 

person" and identify its main constituent elements. 

A characteristic of a person is understood as a description of the characteristic, distinctive 

qualities and features of a person. 

Scientists who touch upon the problem of human characteristics in their works often use the 

terms “external person” and “internal person”, which represent a dichotomy of the concept of 

“person”. At the same time, Zh. Kh. Gergokova identifies three main concept spheres involved in 

modeling the “external” and “internal” person: “intellectual person”, “emotional person”, “social 

person”. Thus, all the characteristics given to a person are divided into two large groups. The first 

group consists of characteristics that reflect the inner world of a person. This group includes 

characteristics of character traits, mental abilities, psychological state of a person, as well as units that 

characterize behavior, actions, social financial situation of a person. The second group is formed by 

characteristics that relate to the "outer man". Among them, the characteristics of a person's appearance, 

his social status and physiological (physical) state stand out. Such a division of characteristics into two 

binary groups should be considered only conditionally, since it is impossible to strictly distinguish 

between the characteristics of a person only into “external” and only “internal”. There is a very close 

relationship between them, they are intertwined. So, various external manifestations of a person 

(certain aspects of his external appearance, behavior in society), related to the characteristics of the 
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“external person”, may indicate his certain psychological state, which is considered among the 

characteristics of the “inner person”, etc. 

 A review of existing classifications of human characteristics shows that various researchers identify 

approximately the same basic human characteristics. 

 One of the main characteristics given to a person is the characteristic of his appearance. The 

appearance of a person is the subject of aesthetic evaluation, and his characterization is carried out 

most often from the position of "beautiful - ugly". When characterizing and evaluating the appearance 

of a person, only visual perception is involved. The assessment of a person’s appearance is referred to 

as “first vision” assessments, which are the most significant in the process of establishing contacts 

between people, since a person consciously or subconsciously determines the value another person in 

his appearance, and only later pays attention to his personal, moral, psychological and intellectual 

qualities. 

The appearance of a person is understood as a set of “talking moments of the human body”, 

which form the visual impression of a person. Some linguists refer to such signs only anatomical 

parameters, such as fullness (“fat / thin”), strength (“strong / weak”), height (“high / low”), 

understanding a person’s appearance as a reflection of aspects of a person’s physiological 

characteristics. Other scientists, in addition to anatomical signs, which are also called anthropological 

signs, also distinguish functional (voice, facial expressions, gestures, manners, gait, posture, speech) 

and social signs (clothing, jewelry, braids) which also include a sign that includes external 

manifestations of the intellect and character of a person. 

    Therefore, such a basic component of the linguistic category "human characteristics" as 

"appearance" can be represented as a combination of four main parameters: general appearance 

parameters (degree of attractiveness, age, nationality), somatic parameters (body parts, physique, 

height), functional parameters (voice, facial expressions, gestures, manners, gait, posture) and social 

parameters (clothing, jewelry, cosmetics). 

In the linguistic category "characteristics of a person", a special place is occupied by the 

characteristics of various qualities of a person, which is called an ethical characteristic or a moral 

characteristic. Traditionally, the character of a person is understood as a set of traits of his character, 

which are reflected in the minds of native speakers not directly by influencing the corresponding sense 

organs, but repeatedly and indirectly through observation of complex complexes of movements, 

actions, deeds, statements of a person.  

Analyzing the views of linguists, we come to the conclusion that the component "Individual 

personality traits" is the most voluminous and branched. It includes moral characteristics of a general 

plan, character traits (positive and negative character traits), abilities, strong-willed qualities, 

behavioral traits, a person’s attitude to people, work, religion, things, life, bad habits. 
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