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Abstract: This article examines the influence of the European Language Portfolio (ELP) on 

language assessment practices in educational institutions. By adopting the ELP, institutions have 

witnessed a shift towards learner-centered, holistic, and formative assessment approaches. This 

article explores the impact of the ELP on language assessment, focusing on the integration of learner-

centered assessment, the adoption of holistic assessment methods, and the incorporation of formative 

assessment strategies. 
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The European Language Portfolio (ELP) has revolutionized language assessment practices in 

educational institutions. This article investigates the impact of the ELP on language assessment, 

highlighting the transformation towards learner-centered assessment, the integration of holistic 

assessment methods, and the incorporation of formative assessment strategies. 

Methods: This study employs a qualitative research design, utilizing interviews and surveys 

to gather data from language teachers and administrators in educational institutions. The participants 

were selected based on their experience with implementing the ELP in their language assessment 

practices. The data collected were analyzed using thematic analysis to identify key themes and 

patterns[3]. 

Results: The findings reveal a significant impact of the ELP on language assessment practices 

in educational institutions. Firstly, the adoption of the ELP has led to a shift towards learner-centered 

assessment approaches. Learners actively engage in self-assessment and peer assessment, taking 

ownership of their language learning and evaluation. This learner-centered approach empowers 

learners and enhances their metacognitive skills. 

Secondly, the integration of holistic assessment methods has been observed. Educational 

institutions have moved away from assessing discrete language skills and embraced a more 

comprehensive approach. Holistic assessment methods consider multiple language domains, such as 

listening, speaking, reading, and writing, providing a more accurate representation of learners' 

language proficiency[2]. 

Lastly, the incorporation of formative assessment strategies has been a notable outcome of 

implementing the ELP. Educational institutions recognize the value of continuous assessment and 

feedback in guiding learners' progress. Formative assessment strategies, such as ongoing feedback, 

self-reflection, and goal setting, enable learners to monitor their language development and make 

necessary adjustments to their learning strategies. 
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Discussion: The impact of the ELP on language assessment practices aligns with its core 

principles of learner autonomy, plurilingualism, and reflective learning. By adopting learner-centered 

assessment approaches, educational institutions empower learners to take an active role in their 

language learning journey. The integration of holistic assessment methods acknowledges the 

interconnectedness of language skills and promotes a comprehensive understanding of learners' 

language proficiency. Additionally, the incorporation of formative assessment strategies supports a 

dynamic learning process, enabling learners to continuously improve their language skills[1]. 

Conclusion: The implementation of the European Language Portfolio has had a profound 

impact on language assessment practices in educational institutions. The shift towards learner-

centered assessment, the integration of holistic assessment methods, and the incorporation of 

formative assessment strategies have transformed traditional assessment approaches. By embracing 

the principles of the ELP, educational institutions are fostering a more inclusive, reflective, and 

effective language assessment environment. 
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